
Innovative Control Solutions



� � � � � offers the innovative Companion™ NEO 
smartscreen controllers for binding all home systems 
& components on elegantly networked, simple-to-
install, all-inclusive control appliances making you, 
the wizard, look very good!



Why Companion?

• Companion binds all systems on an IP backbone with logic / macro options
• Elegantly simple to sell, to pre-wire, and to setup often half an hour or less
• Extensive customization options and future-friendly updateability
• Affordable all-inclusive control on a suite of flexible Linux Smartscreens 
• WOW for free this is the system that makes all your work shin
• Embrace Companion as core to your business and we reward you too!
• Showroom/Home discounts, and volume-based profits



Why is Companion unique?

“No-brainer” - patented control architecture w/o central server 

No programming - web-setup configuration

All-inclusive - systems drivers, applications, power, and manuals

Semi-to-fully customizable - GUI’s consistent across all displays

Retrofit-friendly - with WiFi and TV / PC interface options

Future-friendly - upgradeability and extensibility

Single screen possibilities - large facilities or entire communities

The most unique interface design environment 
in the world…very powerful…the interface matters!



NEO8, NEO 15 in-wall

- 8.4”, 15” TFT high-bright, long-life displays 
w/integrated touch.  NEO8 uses new lower 
power LED technology

- Advanced super fast, low heat processors.  
800Mhz -1.5Ghz

- Flush mount acrylic bezels

- 4 programmable capacitive buttons

- Built-in stereo speakers / microphone

- Direct RS232 Interface (2)

- Gigabit Ethernet

- All inclusive applications and system drivers

- Integrated web-browser
- VNC remote control server

- Steel backbox

- Pre-wire 2-CAT5 + 16-2

high performance smartscreens

Control via iPhone



Companion SideKick…flexible

Exposing the same customizable Companion GUI 
for TVs, PCs, Enhanced displays, iPhones

1) VGA – Svideo – Composite output

Optional RF “mini-mouse” for TV interaction 

PC application allows control from PC and Mac

1) RS-232 port

1) 10/100-Base-T Ethernet

Pre-wire 2 CAT5  + 16-2

RF Wand control on TVs PC control via mouse USB Touchscreens
7” – 8” – 10”

WAN Control via iPhone



The Interface is Paramount!

• Hypercritical CEDIA award-winning designs

• Engaging + Intuitive so everyone can use and understand
- Years of human factor research and usability testing
- Contextual hierarchical navigation (vs keypad schemes)
- Integrated control (through one device, not multiple)
- Consumer oriented designs

• Non-technical, user-friendly
• Not a laundry list of switches, lights or rooms
• Color enhanced not color washed
• Vector scalability for any screen size
• Off-the-shelf Adobe Flash software



Connection 
Schema

Steps:
Complete your subsystem setup

Pre-wire

Direct RS-232 CAT5 (optional)

Power (12V, 3A)

CAT5 for Ethernet

Add a Companion

Plug it in

Web-based Configuration

Select subsystems

Customerize Home Page

Customerize Wheel Bar

Add Favs, Pix, Cams, etc

Add another Companion

Repeat often for optimum revenue



Linux-Embedded Controllers
+

Pre-integrated Subsystem Drivers
+

Integrated Lifestyle Applications
=

Simple web-based Setup / Configuration
+

Customerization for room context
+

Add Custom applets, and more 
=

Scalability

1) Integrated Control
1) Integrated Control



Pre-integrated System Drivers

Preamps 

Media Servers 

Any IR Component 

Automation Panels 

Security Panels

Scene Lighting 

Environment 

Shades Drapes Motors

*Browser-based control options

+

Custom control anything via AniMate

NEW: OPUS, Cbus tstat



Step #1 - The Server Inside

Configured is entirely done from the on-board 
webserver

No special software is  required
• Use a standard browser

Ready?
• Finish all subsystem, network work
• Connect & power up Companion
• Select “Master” if first unit
• Select “Tools” icon on Home Page
• Note IP Address of unit 
• Put IP Address into PC browser to 

begin setup.



Step #2 - What do you want to control

“Snap in” the drivers desired for this 
smartscreen for using drop-down 
selections:

Audio – Multi-room Audio with many options

HVAC – HAI, Aprilaire, Vantage, etc

Security – HAI, ELK, Comfort, etc

Lighting – Lutron, UPB, HAI, Vantage, etc

Pool/Spa – Jandy

Weather – Weatherhawk

Custom applications – applets for the Home Page 
or full screen custom drivers or GUIs



Step #3 Semi-Custom Home Screen

Primary navigation - select the number of regions you want 
Select the Modules or Applets you want in each region

security, lighting, HVAC, macros, weather, custom
Add: local time, messages, sunset (if HAI)

Lots of flexibility here for creating local room context!

Wheel bar

Time 
Date

Modular 
regions

Sunrise 
Sunset

Message area / Default zone

Companion Home Page



Home Page – Custom options
Companion now allows for the 

insertion of “mini-movies into 
Region 1,2 or 3 directly on the 
home page.

In addition to the pre-defined 
applications modules, you can 
now add Garage Door control, 
scrolling RSS news feeds, 
whatever is centric to the 
specific location.

Note: you can also add custom 
control “movies” directly to the 
wheel bar for a full screen user 
experience 



Step #4 - Wheelbar Configuration

Define secondary
navigation using the 
wheelbar – what is 
second most important 
at this screen?

Up to 12 buttons for:
Custom applications
URLs for browsing or 
for web devices
Control details
Macros

Scrolls 1-way and 
automatically scales if 
<4 buttons



Step #5,6 - Configuring Photos / Webcams

Mix ‘n match local analog cams fed 
thru the video server with 
webcams from the Internet like 
traffic commutes, weather radar, 
forecasts, volcanoes, beaches, 
golf courses, fun cams anywhere

Enter URLs for IP and remote 
cameras – see documentation on 
how to grab exactly what you need 
for a GIF or MPEG feed



Custom Control Modes



Optionally start with our Flash Templates

Lighting

HVAC
Security

Audio
Blinds

Cinema
Matrix routers

Custom icons
Home Page modules



…or go straight to full custom control

Convergent offer Templates to replace, re-skin or re-code

AniMate provides for full customization and control 


