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Custom Control Templates 
 
Companion offers a wide variety of possible integrated (no programming required) and custom control 
scenarios from simple preset Home Page module arrangement for “customerization” to custom applets for the 
Home Page (garage door control applet) to full screen applications launched from the Wheel Bar (theater 
control using CineMate) to new Custom Control Templates described 
below to feature mode developments using Adobe Flash.   
 
Convergent’s team has created an alternative to the standard Add-
on GUI using Custom Control Templates that allow you to simply 
change the background, “skin the look/feel” overlay a floorplan or 
create your own navigational paradigm and animated GUI.   
 
Templates will enable you to start creating and controlling a custom 
look much faster; the “hooks” into the underlying Add-on are still in 
place so no coding may be necessary at all!  The following templates 
are available today.  Please consult your sales advisor for updates 
and additions. 
 

�  Security 
o event logging, arm modes 
o zone status 

�  Lighting – HAI, UPB, CBus styles 
o Room/floor divisions 
o Dimming, load options 

�  HVAC 
o All zone status/control 
o Sliders, modes 

�  Home Page w/wheel bar 
o Backgrounds, colors 
o Wheel bar style, layout 

�  Custom Icons 
o Modify/animate all icon sets 

�  Jandy Pool/Spa 
�  ESI Blinds/Motors 
�  AudioMate 

o Multi-room zone controls – vol, bass, etc 
o Sources selections (control layouts static) 

�  Custom Theater 
o 8 sources + amp, proj. 

 
In addition to Custom Control Templates, we have also enabled 
control over the standard Icons on the wheel bar and elsewhere on 
the GUI.  Now you can animate these, recolor, or add your own.   
 
The AniMate Registry (shown below) in each Companion affords a 
vast array of flexibility when designing new control templates.  For 
instance instead of hard-coding labels, IP, device settings you can 
abstract those to calls in the Registry area so the templates can be 
used over and over again with minimal configuration in the web-
setup pages of each Companion. 
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Custom Control Template – HAI Security example 
 
1. Load your Template FLA into Flash and modify as needed. 
2. If not already on Companion firmware ver. 2.245 or newer, use the update utility 
3. Installer Configuration > Advanced Configuration > AniMate Settings > Select "AniMate Cel" mode 
4. Advanced Configuration > Interface Customization > Upload the new GUI (SWF’s) under security 
5. Installer Configuration > Snap-In Settings > Snap-in HAI Security 
 
Your custom Companion template will now show the alternate versions of the standard control GUI i.e. HAI 
Security.   
 
Note: If the regular setup 
includes a Master/Client then 
the template will leverage this 
architecture too but must be 
loaded on each client. 
 
Note: SENA devices only allow 
a single connection to be made 
for the serial port. Therefore if 
you want standalone controllers 
all connecting to a SENA or CG 
or any other serial-to-Ethernet 
adapter then you must configure 
your SWF to connect / transmit / 
receive / disconnect and have 
2.244 build or greater. 
 
Note: Should you want to use 
more than one Companion 
running the CineMate template to control the same 
equipment, you need to make sure that the SWF operates 
with connect / disconnect correctly or they will lock out 
the other Companions. Otherwise CineMate makes the 
connection and ensures that it is never disconnected. 
 
 
AniMate Registry Setting Options - Variables 
 
AniMate-based Custom Templates are designed to be 
used over and over again.  Ideally, your designs abstract 
the settings, labels, IP’s so all you have to do is upload the 
design and insert the unique settings for each variable in 
the AniMate Registry as shown to the right.  Very powerful! 
 
 
 
 

 


